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Once We Were is a trio using two guitars and drums as their basis for songwriting. Although 
from Göteborg, they do choose their places for creative outlet. Or maybe, they weren’t really 
chosen at all. Cause how can a rehearsal room without heat, located in a run-down building 
which used to be a brewery, or a remote cabin by a small lake, where the forest industry 
provide little hope to a region where people are moving away, be a place for creativity?
Chosen or not chosen, it is clear though that Once We Were has found their own way of 
turning negative energy into positive, using instruments as the instrument. Drawing their 
mesmerizing musical mysteries with guitars, drums, glockenspiel, keys, they take us with 
them for a journey through shimmering landscapes, well kept secrets and utmost beauty.

That journey is called Contra and it’s an album made out of two cd’s, which isn’t a 
coincidence. The red record, A, is a result of another week in Mission Hall Studio in Sebbarp 
together with Mathias Oldén (Logh), who recorded and mixed their debut-ep. 
These six songs again has that distinctive sound found on their debut, sharp yet soothing. 
Honest yet intriguing. Two electrical guitars twirling around a drummer exploring his own 
rhythms. Once We Were proves how they have evolved their songwriting, making their 
trademark minimalism shine more brightly, but also how they’ve integrated outbursts of 
energy, as in noise-drenched “Cut Corners”. The red cd, still, has a focus on songs that 
stands above the genre-typical templates without losing themselves in obscurity or 
ambiguity.

The blue cd, B, is it’s counterpart in many ways. Reflecting a much more experimental and 
ambient approach to songwriting, it shows Once We Were in a different setting. It is a more 
acoustic affair, using fewer amplified instruments, less impertinent questions. Nonetheless, 
brilliantly conceived.
These six songs is the result of first takes, cutting and pasting, improvisation and members 
switching instruments. Recorded at various locations, with a lot of different people, it is a 
display of oh-so-many moods and emotions. All guided by the word simplicity. All, perhaps, 
shadowed by an indistinct melancholy. Like the ending of “It all came down”, or like the 
beginning of “Last trolley”. Funny how such melancholy can work in consolidating ways.  
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