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Shoegaze guitars and ethereal vocals are a well-proven combination, and The ABC Club 
don't put a step wrong to disprove this. Having played at Leeds Festival in 2007 the band 
are racking up performances supporting bands such as Glasvegas, Bombay Bicycle Club & 
iForward Russia! in cities around their native Halifax. The youngsters are months away from 
being free of educational struggle and a time when The ABC Club will spread their music to 
the wider world. 

“Captivating in an entirely different way is ‘The ABC Club’s’ lead vocalist Zandra Klievens; 
slenderly put together and holding herself awkwardly in a cardigan and jeans, the singer 
stares vacuously out at the crowd through two gorgeous large eyes, causing at least 50% 
of said crowd to fall in love that instant. It helps that in the four other members behind her 
she has a band who touch on shoegaze whilst retaining a very pop-like charm; Jordan 
Radcliffe and James Burkitt compliment each other instead of going to war in trying to build 
up soaring yet familiar sounds. Highlight of the set is the song ‘43’, Klievens mournful vocals 
sweep across the venue with a power that belies her stature. It’s quite simply a performance 
of absolute brilliance.” (Live at Leeds / The Cockpit, Leeds)

“With Johnny Foreigner stuck in Amsterdam it was left to The ABC Club to fill their support 
slot at short notice, and they did a fine, fine job. Their excellent six song set had me thinking 
of a collision between The Smiths and The Strokes; not a high-speed collision by any 
means, more like a fender bender, as the band were almost too laid back and impassive for 
comfort. However, there were plenty of clever guitar arrangements and dexterous 
Rourkesque bass lines, though the band’s trump card is undoubtedly the striking vocals of 
Zandra Klievens, whose voice couples the nonchalant drawl of Julian Casablanca’s with 
Morrissey’s muted yodeling, in female form. Definitely a band to watch out for!” (Live at 
Manchester Academy / Supporting iForwardRussia!)

“In a world where there are a million, billion indie bands look and sound exactly the same 
it's always necessary for a new band to have that little bit extra, something a little bit special. 
Well, The ABC Club have it and she's called Zandra. Taking to the stage with a deadly 
coolness and delivering her lyrics with dry charm reminiscent of Belle and Sebastian, she 
slowly captivates every pair of eyes in the room. There is a certain subtlety about The ABC 
Club and I like that; there's a lot to be said for understatement, and bands like this may 
slowly claw indie music its dignity back. This is very cliché but I am 100 percent certain that 
we will all be hearing a lot more from The ABC Club in the not so distant future! (Live review 
by Tom Martin)
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